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3.7 Cams

H A cam and follower mechanism turns rotary motion into linear reciprocating motion (or vice versa).
As the cam rotates, the follower rises and falls in a process known as reciprocating motion. Cams
are similar to a wheel but, instead of having a circular profile they have different shaped profiles;
different profiles create different types of movement. The three types of movement are rise, dwell
and fall.
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Depending on the shape of the
cam, the pattern of movement is
different.
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