Mareham Le Fen Church Of England Primary School

Accessibility Plan


Rationale

This school strives to ensure that the culture and ethos of the school are such that whatever the abilities and needs of members of the school community, everyone is equally valued and treats one another with respect. Pupils should be encouraged to grasp the opportunity to experience, understand and value diversity.

Definition

' A person suffers a disability if he or she has a physical or mental impairment that has a substantial and long term adverse effect on his or her ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities.'

We recognise that we must

· Fulfil our duty under the Disability Discrimination Act and amendments.

From Sep 2002 it has been unlawful for schools and LEAs to discriminate against disabled pupils in their admission and exclusions, education and associated services.

That implies; Preparation for entry to the school, the curriculum, teaching and learning, classroom organisation, timetabling, grouping of pupils, homework, access to school facilities, activities to supplement the curriculum, school sports, school policies, breaks and lunchtimes, interaction with peers, assessment and testing arrangements, school

discipline and sanctions, school clubs and activities , school trips, school arrangements for working with other agencies and preparation of pupils for the next stage of their education.

· Ensure that we do not treat disabled pupils less favourably than others.

Ensure that we take steps to avoid putting disabled pupils at a substantial disadvantage.

Overall Duty

There are three main strands of planning duty:

· To improve the physical environment of the school for the purpose of increasing the extent to which disabled pupils are able to take advantage of education and associated services.

Our school does have wheelchair access to the building through the main entrance and to and from the playground. All interior doors are wide enough to admit adult wheelchairs and there are no steps within the school, enabling full wheelchair access within the building. The playground is level and leads through wide gates to the outside exit which in turn leads to the main outside exits. We have one disabled toilet with an extra wide door.

There is also a hand rail to assist with the use of the facilities. Our Emergency exits from Class S, F and M have a single step to the outside. 

Our Hall emergency exit has a ramp plus a safety rail and is accessible for an independent wheelchair user.

We have in school the facilities to provide enlarged texts, different coloured paper backgrounds and a variety of furniture combinations.

 We do not have adjustable furniture as such. As a school in Lincolnshire we have access to a variety of resources to enable education for the disabled, depending on arising needs.

· Increase the extent to which disabled pupils can participate in the schools' curriculum.

This planning duty will help to improve access to a full, broad and balanced curriculum. Teaching and learning is accessible to all through school and class organisation and support. This includes a commitment to staff information and training. 

The school will plan to respond to the individual needs of the pupil.

· Improve the delivery of information to pupils with disabilities.

All school information sent home or with direct relevance will be made available in an accessible format.

Aims

We aim to include all pupils, including those with disabilities, in the full life of the school. Our strategies to do this will include:

· Having high expectations of all pupils

· Finding ways in which all pupils can take part in the full curriculum

· Planning out of school activities so that pupils with disabilities can participate

· Setting admission policies that do not discriminate

· Devising teaching strategies that remove barriers to learning and participation

· Raising the awareness of disability amongst all staff via information and training.

· Providing information in appropriate format

· Using language that does not offend

· Examining the library to ensure that there are positive images of disabled pupils.

Access for the wider Community

· All the statements included within this plan apply to disabled school visitors, parents with disabilities and any adults either working in the school or having right of access.

· We aim to ensure that all people in the wider school community have the same rights of access that we would afford to our disabled pupils.

Monitoring

The needs of disabled pupils will be met by the school but it is imperative that whatever arrangements are in place for whatever disability must be monitored by the governor holding responsibility for Health and Safety.

Adopted on


Signed by   

        Chair of Finance and Personnel Committee
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